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SECTION 1
PARKS AND RECREATION INTRODUCTION-BENEFITS OF PARKS, RECREATION, AND GREEN SPACE
From a community planning perspective, healthy physical activity is best encouraged by
providing access to nearby parks, trails, and open spaces according to the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). Adults should get thirty minutes of physical activity at least
five days a week, while children need about sixty minutes.
CDC research shows that the availability of parks and other recreational amenities encourage
those that are not active to become approximately 25% more active. Proximity to park and
recreational amenities are also factors that home buyers and companies research when
considering relocation. According to a 2001 National Association of Home Builders survey,
an average of 60% of respondents indicated the existence of parks and walking/jogging trails
would influence their purchase. “Figure 12-1-A” illustrates just one of the many playground
facilities available in the City.
“Figure 12-1-A”, Tot Lot

According to the National Recreation
and Park Association property values
also tend to increase the closer a parcel
is to trails and parks, which has the
economic benefit of increasing the
community’s total tax base. Park and
trail users tend to boost the local
economy as they spend time and money
at local businesses within the
community.
Source: Solon Planning Department

“Chart 12-1-A” Obesity/Overweight %

Unfortunately, obesity is becoming a
nationwide problem, affecting Ohio and
Cuyahoga County alike. A 2001 Ohio
Department of Health study on obesity
shows that 21.4% of Ohioans are obese
and 36.7% are overweight while
Cuyahoga County’s residents were
23.5% obese and 38% overweight.
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A 2009 report “F as in Fat: How Obesity Policies are Failing in America, 2005” from the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation indicates that Ohio ranks as the 10th highest state for adult
obesity. According to the 2000 Census only 1% of Solon’s population walks or bikes to
work.
These statistics illustrate why continued support of the City’s Recreation Department is
important. The Department’s mission is as follows:

“…to provide for the leisure needs of all the citizens of
Solon. The department strives to enhance the quality of life
in Solon by offering active and passive recreational
programs in a clean, safe, and appealing environment.”
Other positive, but less quantifiable affects that parks and recreational facilities have on a
community include, but are not limited to: decreased stress, providing wildlife habitat, social
interaction, and community pride. Planning efforts such as land acquisition for parks and
trails, greatly affect the availability and extent of recreational opportunities which ultimately
influences residents to remain physically active and therefore potentially decrease fitness
related conditions such as hypertension, heart disease, diabetes, and anxiety.
The National Recreation and Park Association’s recommended average trail capacity is
ninety hikers/day/mile for urban trails and forty for rural trails. The 2001 Ohio Trails
Participation Study Statewide Trail Plan found that 62% of Ohioans believed that the State of
Ohio should spend more money on trail systems.
Community Attitudes, City of Solon, 2001
In 2001, at the request of the City of Solon, the
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission prepared
the Community Attitudes, City of Solon, 2001
survey. Statistical data on attitudes toward a
variety of issues including parks and recreation
were studied. The survey indicated that 82.4% of
Solon residents agreed that “more multi-purpose
bike and hike paths” are needed.

82.4% -- Percentage of Solon
residents who agree that more
bike and hike paths are
needed.

2001 Community Attitudes survey

The 2001 survey also shows that 79.9% of respondents felt that access to public parks and
playgrounds was Good to Excellent and 93.6% felt that the condition of the parks and
playgrounds was Good to Excellent.
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“Chart 12-1-B”, Attitudes Toward Recreational Activities,
All Age Groups
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Solon took an active approach to promoting fitness in April 2007 when “Healthy Solon”, a
three year long community wellness program supported by the City, Cleveland Clinic Solon
Family Health Center, and Medical Mutual of Ohio was launched with a Healthy Solon Day
on April 21. Approximately 2,000 participants crowded the Community Center on Portz
Parkway to receive health screenings for blood pressure, blood sugar, BMI, cholesterol, and
more. Educational materials were provided free of charge. “Figure 12-1-C” is the logo used
throughout the advertising campaign so that residents and businesses became familiar with
the program and its benefits.
“Figure 12-1-C”, Healthy Solon logo
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SECTION 2
INVENTORY OF PARKS & RECREATION FACILITIES
This section contains an inventory of all parks and recreational land owned by the City and
the Cleveland Metropark District, and will provide the basis for future assessment and
planning of any new facilities.
The City owns 734 acres dedicated to parks, recreation, and open space. This accounts for
72% of all land owned by the City of Solon. The National Recreation and Park Association
set a standard of ten acres of park land per every 1,000 persons to determine how much land
should be available for public recreation. Solon, per this ratio, should provide a minimum of
240 acres based upon an estimated population of 24,000. Although this minimum standard is
not mandatory, Solon well exceeds that amount.
“Table 12-2-A” and “Map 12-2-A” provide further detail on the acreage and location of city
owned parks and green space, as well as 446 acres of land owned by The Cleveland Metro
Park District, which brings the total of land dedicated to parks, recreation and green space to
1,180 acres or 9.0% of Solon’s geographic area.
“Table 12-2-A”
Parks, Recreation, and Green Space
Map
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17

Name
CITY OWNED PARKS
Community Center and Park
Grantwood Golf Course
Veteran’s Memorial Park
Portage Park
Woodall Park
Timberlake Park
City pool
Vacant lot deed restricted as park
Liberty Hills Subdivision Park*
* Used by Liberty Hill Subdivision only
CITY OWNED GREEN SPACE
Blue Heron Green Space
Cressmont Area Green Space
Liberty Hill Green Space
Hunt Club Green Space
Brushwood Drive Green Space
North Branch Preserve Green Space
CLEVELAND METROPARKS
Hawthorn Parkway, North Branch
Preserve, miscellaneous lots
PPN 951-15-002
Total City Owned & Cleveland
Metroparks District

Acres

General Location

83.7
366
0.7
1.4
0.2
40.8
1.5
1.3
24
519.6

35000 Portz Parkway
38855 Aurora Road (inc. land in Bainbridge)
SW corner of SOM/Bainbridge Road
Portage, Edith, Geauga Streets
Extension of Delray Ave.
Root Road, Bainbridge Township
33655 Arthur Road
33155 Solon Road
Accessed via Cheshire Place

128.1
17.6
9.9
27.2
11.2
20.5
214.5

Blue Heron Rookery on Russell Dr.
West of un-constructed Cressmont Dr.
North of Liberty Hill Subdivision
South of Hunt Club Subdivision
Off of Brushwood Dr.
Part of North Branch Preserve

426.9

Hawthorn Parkway and adjoining
properties
South of North Park Estates

19.5
446.4

1,180.5

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development
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“Map 12-2-A”, Parks, Recreation, and Green Space

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development

Solon is also an integral part of the overall park system within Northeast Ohio.
“Map 12-2-B” represents the location of local, state, and national parks within the greater
Cleveland area near Solon.
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“Map 12-2-B” Regional Parks

Source: ESRI and City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development

City Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities

The following is a list and description of all City Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities:
Solon Community Center, Senior Center & Solon Community Park (83.7 contiguous acres)

The Solon Community Center showcases many active recreational opportunities including an
indoor and outdoor pool, two indoor basketball courts, two volleyball courts, cardiovascular
and weight training equipment, and a rock climbing wall. The center also offers fitness
programs such as personal training, golf conditioning, weight management, the Healthy Kids
program, and a variety of fitness classes including Jazzercise, Kung Fu, Pilates, yoga, step
aerobics, and senior fitness. The state of the art indoor pool offers open swimming,
swimming lessons, lifeguard training, and water exercise classes.
Located at 6679 SOM Center Road, Solon Community Park offers extensive outdoor
recreational opportunities. There are ten baseball/softball diamonds, a skate park, three
playgrounds, one batting cage, two sand volleyball courts, one basketball court, twelve tennis
courts, two pavilions, and picnic tables and benches throughout. The Community Park and
Community Center facilities are located on approximately 83 contiguous acres situated
generally at the southeast corner of SOM Center Road and Portz Parkway, as depicted in
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“Map 12-2-C”. “Figure 12-2-A” that follows is a photo of one of the Center’s prominent
amenities, an indoor pool. Additional information about the Center is found in City Owned
Land and Facilities.
“Map 12-2-C”
Solon Community Center and Community Park

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development

“Figure 12-2-A”
Solon Community Center Indoor Pool

In addition to the sports related
activities that are ongoing at the
center, a variety of other special
events take place within the
community center including
casino night, summer camp,
Police Department food drive,
and numerous teen and youth
programs. A large banquet hall
is also available for special
occasions.

Source: Solon Recreation Department
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Solon Veteran’s Memorial Park (0.70 acres)

The Solon Veteran’s Memorial Park was completely redesigned in 2008 and 2009 based
upon the concepts proposed in the Central Retail District section of this Master Plan.
Demolition of the old park began in 2008 with the expected completion date of the new park
to be August 2010. Prominently located at the southwest corner of SOM Center and
Bainbridge Roads the park is a key component of the overall Center of Town Plan which
focuses on the SOM Center Rd. and Bainbridge Rd. intersection.
According to Master Plan concepts, the completed design will include a new gazebo
fashioned after the original Solon Gazebo, but its design will also compliment the
architecture of Fire Station No. 2 located immediately behind it. The Veteran’s War
Memorial plaza will be prominently located nearest the intersection of Bainbridge Rd. and
SOM Center Rd. where memorial monuments will honor those Solon residents that have lost
their lives in the line of duty. Flags, fountain, and seating area will also be provided. In
addition, the previously existing monuments will remain onsite situated in individually
landscaped areas along the walkways.
Grantwood Golf Course (366 acres)
“Map 12-2-D” Grantwood Golf Course

Source: City of Solon Planning and Community Dev.

Owned by the City of Solon and
managed by the Grantwood Board
of Trustees, Grantwood Golf
Course attracts thousands of golf
enthusiasts each year. Golfers
can play a full eighteen rounds on
the immaculately maintained
course, practice their swings at
the driving range building that
was constructed in 2004, eat and
rest at a picnic pavilion
constructed in 2004, and enjoy the
banquet and meeting halls, pro
shop, and snack bar located in the
clubhouse. The buildings and
greens occupy approximately 150
acres of the 366 acres owned by
the City, 3 acres of which are
located in Bainbridge Township.

The remaining land is wooded and undeveloped (See “Map 12-2-D”).
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Portage Park (1.5 acres)

Located at the southeast corner of the City on 1.5 acres at the corner of Portage, Edith, and
Geauga Streets, this small neighborhood park offers a basketball court, volleyball court,
swings, and a jungle-gym.
Timberlake Park (40 acres)

Immediately adjacent to the
east of Grantwood Golf
Course, Timberlake Park is
located on approximately
forty acres in Bainbridge
Township.
Unknown to
many residents, this rural
setting contains a four acre
lake, two pavilions (sixty
person and one-hundredfifty
person
capacity),
outdoor grills, and a
playground. Fishing is also
permitted.
The lake is
shown in “Figure 12-2-B”.

“Figure 12-2-B” Timberlake Park

Source: City of Solon Recreation Department

Liberty Hill Park (24 acres)

The City also owns Liberty Hill Park, which is located on the north side of Pettibone Road,
but accessed off of South Roundhead. It is not a public park, however, as it is intended for
use by residents of Liberty Hill Park Subdivision. A baseball/softball diamond is located on
the twenty-four acres of wooded and open land that comprises this park.
Woodall Park (0.20 acres)

This small park, approximately 0.20 acres, located directly across from Delray Avenue
provides convenient access to a basketball court, swings, hanging bars, and picnic tables to
local residents living at the north end of town.
The Great Blue Heron Rookery Preserve (128 acres)

Once the potential site of a residential subdivision, located on 128 acres on Russell Drive, the
Great Blue Heron Rookery Preserve is a testament to the City’s dedication to preserve green
space and natural habitat. This acreage was rezoned to G-1 Green Space from two single
family districts, R-1-D (one acre) and R-1-E (five acre) zoning in November 2006. Up to
20% of the land may be disturbed for passive recreational uses, but requires voter approval
while disturbance for storm water management and enhancing and maintaining vegetation
does not.
The Rookery is a unique, undisturbed habitat for blue herons that has remained safe from
development due to the City’s aggressive approach to purchase all land in the vicinity of the
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nests. The woods, one of the last old growth forests, are of high ecological value. See “Map
12-2-E”.
“Map 12-2-E” The Blue Heron Rookery Preserve”

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development

Cleveland Metroparks Owned Facilities
North Branch Preserve (71.6 acres)

Located at the northeast corner of Solon, the North Branch Preserve comprises
approximately seventy-one permanently preserved acres that are deed restricted by
conservation easements on parcels owned by several parties including two private owners,
the City of Solon, and the Cleveland Metroparks. This area is part of the larger South
Chagrin Reservation that is owned and maintained by the Cleveland Metroparks.
The North Branch Preserve is so named as it is the North Branch of Sulphur Springs, a high
quality cold-water stream that is the last breeding brook trout stream in Cuyahoga County. It
was the Chagrin River Watershed Partners that led the task to preserve the properties shown
on “Map 12-2-F”.
In November 2006, the 21.6 acres of land owned by the City in this area was rezoned to G-1
Greenspace, the district’s purpose being to promote the preservation of natural areas.
Additionally, however, passive recreation opportunities are permitted upon voter approval.
In June 2008 preservation efforts were further advanced when the Cleveland Metroparks
purchased an additional 14.8 acres directly south of the North Branch Preserve.
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“Map 12-2-F” North Branch Preserve

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning and Community Development

Hawthorn Parkway and The Cleveland Metroparks (444 acres)

In addition to these public parks, Hawthorn Parkway, shown in “Figure 12-2-C”, is part of
the greater Emerald Necklace, which is owned and maintained by the Cleveland Metropark
District and is Solon’s connection to the South Chagrin Reservation. The Parkway is a linear
park where a two lane roadway provides access to a separated paved pedestrian and bicycle
trail and adjacent picnic areas.
“Figure 12-2-C” Hawthorn Valley Parkway

Source: City of Solon Department of Planning & Comm. Dev.
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The Parkway and adjoining
Cleveland Metropark land totals
426.9 acres and enters Solon at
the eastern boundary with
Bentleyville Village 450’ north
of the Meadow Lane cul-de-sac.
It then extends westward for
approximately 2.3 miles to
Route 422 where it then travels
southward for 2.7 miles until it
ends at Solon’s west border
with Oakwood Village at
Richmond
Road.
The
Metroparks also owns a
separate 19.5 acre parcel on the
east side of Route 422.
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“Table 12-2-A”, Recreational Amenities by Park
Amenity
Basketball courts
Tennis courts
Baseball fields
Indoor Swimming
Outdoor Swimming
Volleyball courts
Playgrounds
Picnic Pavilions
Picnic tables
Driving Range
Indoor gyms
Batting cages
Skate park
Banquet hall

Community
Park

Community
Center

Timberlake
Park

Portage
Park

Woodall
Park

Hawthorn
Valley

Grantwood

Liberty Hill

Total

1
12
10
n/a
n/a
2
3
2
yes
n/a
n/a
1
1
n/a

2
n/a
n/a
1
1
2
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
n/a
n/a
1

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
2
yes
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
n/a
yes
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
yes
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
yes
1
n/a
n/a
n/a
1

n/a
n/a
1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
1
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

5
12
11
1
1
5
6
6
n/a
1
1
1
1
2

“Table 12-2-A” above lists the amenities available at each of the city parks.
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SECTION 3
SUMMARY

The importance of community planning toward promoting the health and well being of the
City’s residents cannot be overstated. Well designed developments that allow for pedestrian
and bicycle access, walkable subdivisions, sidewalks in commercial and industrial areas, and
linkages between parks and open space are just a few examples of how community planning
can significantly impact the overall quality of life.
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